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exorbitant. Her family must be respectable> her own repu-
tation unblemished, her appearance unobjectionable, and
her health good. Her judgment must be sound, and her
will pliable and docile; her education suited to her con-
dition and to the end of the Society. . . "l
The details of the daily life as laid down in the Con-
stitutions are simple and elastic, as seems most fitting
for those engaged in the work of education. To this,
indeed, has ever gone the largest share of the Society's
labours, though many other activities are taken up by the
religious. By means of intercourse with persons coming
to the convent for help or guidance or for the solace of a
disinterested friendship, by relief given to the necessitous,
by writing books, by organising good works, by opening
their houses for periods of retreat when rest and calm and
spiritual refreshment give new life to various gatherings
of girls and women, each house attempts, in its measure,
to be for those who frequent it, a place of peace, of
anchorage, of kindness, and of hope.
Writing the life of the foundress in a work so complete
as to be virtually a history of her Order, Monseigneur
Baunard, Rector of the University of Lille, speaks as fol-
lows : " Such is ... this system of government, which
was destined to rule over so great a number of souls, a
system full of strength, energy and tenderness, of Divine
wisdom, and of knowledge of human nature, a system in
which the Heart of God and the heart of man are brought
into such dose and sacred relations. Drawn in great
measure from the spirit of St. Ignatius, but still more from
the teachings of the Gospel, its austere enthusiasm is com-
bined with a spirit of moderation and practical prudence
which guarantees the exercise of reason under the supreme
1 Ufi of St, Madeleine Sophie, chap, xiv (Burns and Gates).